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FOCUS: BIOFUELS  

  
 
 

Context Senior Associate Serves on DOE Merit Review 
Committee  
 
Context Senior Consultant and resident biofuels expert, Jim Murphy, was recently called to 
serve on a U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Merit Review Committee. Over a three-day 
period, Murphy joined other esteemed experts to review some 86 grant applications 
submitted in response to a DOE Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) entitled 
“University Research in Biomass Technologies: Applied Research in Conversion of 
Biomass to Advanced Fuels.”  
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Murphy stated, “Funding for this $4,000,000 program was authorized under the Energy 
Independence & Security Act of 2007 and was open only to University led consortiums.”  
  
The FOA was intended to solicit innovative and unique approaches to addressing the 
needs of biochemical and thermochemical processing of biomass as implemented in 
integrated biorefinery operations. “All projects were to address long-term goals of reducing the 
costs of cellulosic ethanol.”  
  
Murphy is principle author of Context’s biofuels reports including The Future of the North 
American Biofuels Industry.For more information, contact j.murphy@contextnetwork.com. 

 
### 

 
The Context Network provides business management and strategy consulting services to the world’s 
leading agriculture, biotechnology and food companies and government agencies and institutions. Major 
areas of expertise include strategy, merger and acquisition support, valuation of new technologies, formation 
of alliances, and market research. The West Des Moines-based firm is composed of a core of professional 
consultants that is complemented by a network of more than 100 industry and subject-area experts.  
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